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HE mixed agency question was the principal one before 
the recent annual meeting of the South-Eastern Tariff 
Association, and the future course of the association, as out- 
lined by its action at the meeting, bids fair to place its mem- 
bers in stronger positions in the bulk of their agencies in the 
Southern field, giving them a fair proportion of the profitable 
business. It is fortunate that the delegates to the Association 
meetings are discreet and conservative, albeit strong men, 
who neither act impulsively nor endeavor to evade the re- 
sponsibilities of aggressive action when such is necessary. 
The general opinion is that the meeting of last week was a 
good one; its fruits remain to be gathered. 





OMETIME since Commissioner Prewitt of Kentucky 
issued a circular to life insurance agents in that State 
requiring them to answer a series of questions intended to 
commit them upon the subject of rebating. He demanded 
that they answer under oath by May 16, whether they had 
been guilty of rebating, directly or indirectly, or had in any 
manner promised a rebate to any person whose life they in- 
sured or tried to insure. The license of any agent who ne- 
glected to file his answer by the date fixed was to be re- 
voked. The Commissioner has consented to extend the time 
for thirty days. Many agents have refused to make the called 
for report, and are advised by counsel that the Commissioner 
has no authority of law for requiring it. According to late 
advices the Commissioner had not revoked any license as 
threatened, and it is the opinion of lawyers that he will not 
care to precipitate litigation by doing so. If any agent has 
been guilty of rebating, he is not likely to make confession 
to the Commissioner, thereby bringing upon himself a prose- 
cution for violating the law, and innocent agents are likely to 
refuse to answer the questions propounded on account of 
unquestionable character and as a matter of principle. 





|" is not insurance companies alone that are having diffi- 

culty in Wisconsin, but Zeno M. Host, Insurance Com- 
missioner, has some troubles of his own to worry about. He 
is an ardent adherent of Governor La Follette, who is seek- 
ing a renomination. At the nominating convention last week 
there was a rebellion among the delegates, the opponents 
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of the Governor withdrew and organized another convention 
which nominated a full State ticket including the name of 
W. O. Roenitz for Insurance Commissioner. The bolters’ 
convention was endorsed by Senators Spooner and Quarles, 
Congressman Babcock, Ex-Governors Schofield and Upham 
and scores of others high up in the Republican party. Both 
conventions chose delegates to the Republican National 
Convention, which will be called upon to decide between the 
contestants. The political campaign in Wisconsin has already 
become exceedingly active, and Governor La Follette’s fac- 
tion will have hard work to maintain its control of the admin- 
istration. Commissioner Host’s attitude toward the Pruden- 
tial Insurance Company is being used for and against the 
present administration. It is greatly to be regretted that the 
affairs of a great life insurance company should be made 
the football of contending political factions. 





HERE havebeen numerous instances of late in New York 
and other cities where firemen engaged in their work 
of subduing flames in burning buildings have imet with 
serious, and in some instances fatal, accidents. Falling 
walls or explosives contained in the building have been the 
cause of most of these accidents, but some of them have been 
due to the over-zealous ambition of the firemen to distinguish 
themselves in the eyes of their comrades. Officers in charge 
of the working forces at fires are usually extremely cautious 
and forbid their men taking any desperate chances, but they 
cannot always tell when a wall is likely to fall, or when unsus- 
pected explosives will imperil the lives of the firemen. There 
are certain chemicals that, subjected to heat, give off fumes 
that are deadly, and these the firemen frequently encounter, 
many having been overcome where no danger was thought 
of. When lives are in peril, there seems to be almost no limit 
to the risks the firemen will run to bring the threatened ones 
to places of safety. Sometimes these acts of heroism partake 
of the nature of foolhardiness, but these men, used to fight- 
ing fires, feel that they can do what untrained men would 
shrink from attempting, and so recklessly risk their lives 
to save others. Young men, fresh from the training schools, 
ambitious to make a record and carried away by excitement, 
take chances sometimes in direct disobedience of orders. The 
community has no braver or hardworking men in its employ 
than are the firemen, whose daily duty is fraught with peril, 
and who perform deeds of heroism in emergencies that are 
not surpassed in any service, and that reflect credit upon the 
human race. If Mr. Carnegie’s “hero fund” is to reward such 
deeds of bravery, it will have many an opportunity to dispense 
its honors among the firemen of the country. 








THE EXPENSE RATE IN LIFE INSURANCE. 


HE expense rate of a life insurance company is more 
directly under the control of its official management 

than any other branch of the business, and is therefore of 
great interest to the public at large. Every policyholder con- 
tributes, as a part of each premium, his share toward the ex- 
pense fund of the company. If this fund is administered care- 
fully and economically, a considerable part of it may be re- 
turned to the policyholders in the form of dividends, but if 
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AVERAGES. 
COMPANIES. 1884 | 1885 | 1886 | 1887 | 1888 | 1889 | 1890 | 1891 | 1892 | 1993 | 1894 | 1895 | 1896 | 1897 | 1898 | 1899 | 1900 | 1901 | 1902 | 1903 | 1884 | 1889 | 1894 | 1899 | 1884 
t to to to to 
“ 1988 | 1893 | 1898 | 1908 | 1903 
£tna Life..........---.| 0-71 | 0.77 | 0.78 | 0.90 | 0.86 | 0.81 | 0.86 | 0.85 | 0.85 | 0.86 | 0.68 | 0.71 | 0.76 | 0.77 | 0.78 | 0.85 | 0.96 | 0.88 | 0.89 | 0.87 | 0.67 | 0.75 | 0.74 | 0.89 | 0.79 
Berkshire..... cheawesses 0.95 | 0.98 | 0.97 | 0.95 | 0.92 | 0.99 | 0.93 | 0.91 | 0.91 | 0.87 | 0.88 | 0.92 | 0.87 | 0.83 | 0.85 | 0 85 | 0.87 | 0.83 | 0.81 | 0 80 J 0 95 | 0 92 | 0.87 | 0.83 | 0.87 
Connecticut General. ...| 1.14 | 1.05 | 1.00 | 1.09 | 1.05 | 1.07 | 1.09 | 1.07 | 1.12 | 1.04 | 0.91 | 0.90 | 0.90 | 0.97 | 0.94 | 1.03 | 0.99 | 0.96 | I. 10 | 0.99 | 0.88 | 0 95 | 0.92 | I 02 | 0.96 
Connecticut Mutual..... 0.64 | 0.73 | 0.67 | 0.66 | 0.63 | 0.71 | 0.67 | 0.69 | 0.70 | 0.68 | 0 69 | 0.70 | 0.74 | 0.76 | 0.78 | 0.83 | 0.86 | 0.85 | 0.84 | 0.85 | 0.67 | 0.69 | 0.73 | 0.85 | 0.74 
Equitable, New York... .| 0.82 | 0.87 | 0.88 | 0.91 | 0.96 | 1.02 | 1.09 | 1.07 | 0.92 | 0.86 | 0.86 | 0.88 | 0.88 | 0.91 | 0.90 | 0.99 | 0.95 | 0.97 | 1.03 | 1.07 ] 0.90 | 0.98 | 0.88 | I.01 | 0.95 
Germania. 2.2.2.0... 0.94 | 0.91 | 0.82 | 0.90 | 1.02 | 1.10 | 1.03 | 1.10 | 1.20 | 1.12 | 1.07 | 0.92 | 0.98 | 1.03 | 1.07 | 1.18 | 1.12 | 1.15 | 1.24 | 1.32 ] 0.93 | 1.09 | 1-08 | 1.21 | 1 10 
Home Life... .........0- 1.02 | 1.07 | 1.11 | 1.15 | 1.08 | 1.15 | 1.09 | 1.15 | 1.28 | 1.67 | 1.45 | 1.41 | 1.26 | 1.22 | 1.19 | 1.24 | 1.32 | 1.26 | 1.33 | 1.30] 1.01 | 1.25 | 1.28 | 1.29 | 1.24 
Manhattan..............| 1.0% | 0.9 | 1.03 | 1.20 | 1.28 | 1.44 | 1.26] 1.17 | 1.12 | 1.23 | 1.16 | 1.23 | 1.12| 1.10 | 1.14 | 1.22 | 1.23 | 1.34 | 1.41 | 1.45 | 0.99 | 1-20 | 1.15 | 1.35 | 1.20 
Massachusetts.......... 1.01 | 1.07 | 1.07 | 0.97 | 1.01 | £1.00 | 1.08 | 1.01 | 1.08 | 0.96 | 0.94 | 0.91 | 0.86 | 0.84 | 0.91 | 0.84 | 0.82 | 0.89 | 0.80 | 0.76 | 1.01 | 1.02 | 0.88 | 0.80 | 0.89 
Michigan Mutual...... -| 1.01 | 1.19 | 1.25 | 1.16 | 0.99 | 1.06 | 1.10 | 1.13 | 1.25 | 1.03 | 0.98 | 0.99 | 1-05 | 1.12 | 1.17 | 1.18 | 1.21 | 1.24 | 1.24 | 1.10] 1.12 | 1.12 | 1.06] 1.19 | 1.13 
Mutual of New York....| 0.58 | 0.69 | 0.81 | 0.89 | 1.09 | 1.23 | 1.20 | 1.07 | 1.03 | 1.23 | 1.18 | 1.20 | 1.13 | 1.09 | 1.10 | 1.21 | 1.19 | 1.16 | 1.16 | 1.15 ] 0.83 | 1.14 | 1.14 | 1.17 | 1.11 
Mutual Benefit......... 0.56 | 0.58 | 0.60 | 0.62 | 0.62 | 0.68 | 0.69 | 0.69 | 0.73 | 0.69 | 0.68 | 0.70 | 0.68 | 0.71 | 0.75 | 0.79 | 0.78 | 0.77 | 0.80 | 0.79 | 0.59 | 0.69 | 0.70 | 0.78 | 0.71 
National of Vermont... .| 0.97 | 0.99 | 0.97 | I.00 | 1.13 | 1.23 | 1.20 | 1.22 | I.09 | 1.02 | 1.03 | 1.22 | 1.02 | 0.99 | 1.06 | 1.17 | 1.12 | 1.09 | 1.07 | 1.09 } 1.03 | 1.14 | 1.06 | 1.10 | 1.09 
New England .......... 0.65 | 0.70 | 0.64 | 0.66 | 0.72 | 0.72 | 0.70 | 0.68 | 0.70 | 0.64 | 0.64 | 0.69 | 0.73 | 0.81 | 0.83 | 0.75 | 0.77 | 0.81 | 0.86 | 0.90 | 0.66 | 0.68 | 0 74 | 0.82 | 0.74 
New York Life ......... 1.18 | 1.08 | 1.13 | 1.29 | 1.13 | 1.26 | 1.25 | 1.15 | 1.16! 1.13 | 1.06 1.00 | 0.97 | 0.99 | 0.99 | 1.05 | 1.08 | 1 02} 1.11 | 1.10] 1.17 | 1.19 | 1.00 | 1.08 | 1.07 
Northwestern ....--.... 0.79 | 0.81 | 0.90 | 0.88 | 0.91 | 0.92 | 0.93 | 0.87 | 0.87 | 0.71 | 0.68 | 0.73 | 0.73 | 0.74 | 0.79 | 0.89 | 0.87 | 0.81 | 0 79 | 0.75 | 0.86 | 0.84 | 0.74 | 0.82 | 0.80 
Penn Mutual........... 0.88 | 0.89 | 0.96 | 0.94 | 0.94 | 1.05 | 0.99 | 1.00 | 1.05 | 0.87 | 0.79 | 0.81 | 0.84 | 0.95 | 0.99 | 0.97 | I-09 | 1.04 | 1.04 | 0.91 | 0.93 | 0.98 ; 0.89 | I.01 | 0.96 
Phoenix Mutual......... 0.88 | 0.88 | 0.88 | 1.15 | 0.94 | 0.90 | 0.99 | 1.34 | 1.44 | 1.43 | 1.47 | 1.40 | 1.29 | 1.28 | 1.34 | 1.43 | I-31 | 1.12 | 1 07 | 1.06 ] 0.86 | 1.23 | 1.34 | 1.18 | 1.18 
Provident L. and T..... 0.75 | 0.70 | 0.71 | 0.77 | 0.78 | 0.79 | 0.73 | 0.69 | 0.76 | o. 0 65 | 0.71 | 0.70 | 0.73 | 0.72 | 0.70 | 0.75 | 0.73 | 0.77 | 0.90 | 0.75 | 0.71 | 0.70 | 0.78 | 0.74 
Provident Savings....... 0.57 | 0.53 | 0.50 | 0.54 | 0.44 | 0.66 | 0.54 | 0.58 | 0.62 | 0.68 | 0.69 | 0.75 | 0.78 | 1.01 | 1.09 | 1.30 | 1.19 | 1.19 | 1.41 | 1.56] 0.51 | 0.61, | 0.87 | 1.33 | 0.94 
State Mutual ..... ere 0.85 | 0.91 | 0.84 | 0.87 | 0.87 | 0.89 | 0.97 | 0.96 | 0.98 | 0.84 | 0.86 | 0.90 | 0.86 | 0.93 | 0.88 | 0.89 | 0.92 | 0.94 | 0.89 | 0.90 } 0.86 | 0.92 | 0.89 | 0.91 | 0.90 
Travelers.........------| 0.74 | 0.75 | 0.76 | 0.70 | 0.67 | 0.69 | 0.68 | 0.91 | 0.90 | 0.82 | 0.80 | 0.74 | 0.69 | 0.72 | 0.74 | 0.82 | 0.85 | 0.82 | 0.77 | 0.76 | 0.72 | 0.71 | 0.74 | 0.80 | 0.85 
Union Central.......-.. 1.90 | 1.95 | 2.08 | 1.97 | 1.79 | 1.77 | 1.57 | 1.38 | 1.26] 1.21 | 1.11 | 1.12 | 1.08 | 1.05 | 1.09 | 1.03 | 0.98 | 0.91 | O QI | 0.84 | 1.87 | 1.38 | ¥.09 | 0.92 | 1.11 
Union Mutual..........| 1.14 | 1.11 | 1.12 | 1.13 | 1.16 | 1.09 | 1.15 | 1.18 | 1.23 | 1.23 | 1.20] 1.19 | 1.19 | 1.23 | 1.39 | 1.31 | 1.29 | 1.28 | 1.25 | 1.30] 1.13 | 1.18 | 1.22 | 1.29 | 1.22 
United States .......... 1.65 | 1.53 | 1.53 | 1.55 | 1.40 | 1.33 | 1.28 | 1.24 | 1.18 | 1.12 | 1.04 | 1.02 | 1.09 | 1.11 | 115 | 1.24 | 1.29 | 1.31 | 1.46 | 1.27] 1.38 | 1.14 | 1.08 | 1.32 | I.21 
Washington............ 0.96 | 0.94 | 0.97 | 1.07 | 1.27 | 1.28 | 1.21 | 1.14 | 1.16 | 1.07 | 1.03 | 1.02 | 1.12] 1.17 | 1.40 | 1.61 | 1.71 | 1.71 | 1.80 | 1.74 } 1.02 | 1.15 | 1.14 | 1.71 | 1.28 
Averages (26 cos.)....| 0.79 | 0.83 | 0.87 | 0.93 | 0.96 | 1.04 | 1.04 | 1.01 | 0.97 | 0.96 | 0.93 | 0.94 | 0.93 | 0.94 | 0.96 | 1.03 | 1.03 | 1.00 | 1.03 | 1.03 | 0.88 | 1.00 | 0.94 | 1.03 | 0.97 

such fund is wasted and expended on unwise lines, the SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 





company may ina very few years be brought to the verge of 
dissolution. It is acknowledged that new business is becom- 
ing more and more difficult to obtain without increasing 
expense and the companies did well during 1903 to hold 
their own as to the rate of expense, the average for the year, 
1.03, being the same as for four of the past five years. Six- 
teen of the companies presented herewith were able to show a 
dlecrease in expense rate for the year, while only ten give an 
increase. 

In the accompanying exhibit there is shown the annual rate 
of expense on each one hundred dollars of mean insurance in 
force, year by year for twenty years, the data on which the 
ratios are based being obtained from the reports of the New 
York Insurance Department. The ratio is based on the net 
expenses and taxes divided by the mean amount of insurance 
in force for the year, dividends to stockholders and loss or de- 
preciation items not being considered. In addition to the 
yearly averages, columns are also given showing the average 
ratios by five-year periods and for the entire twenty years. 
For the whole period the average rate of expense per thou- 
sand is $9.70, a figure which has been exceeded in each of the 
past five years, 








The committee on fire resistive construction which was ap- 
pointed by the National Fire Protection Association to investi- 
gate and report on the Baltimore conflagration, has finished its 
work. In its report the committee deals not only with the lessons 
to be learned from the Baltimore conflagration and its results, but 
consideration is also given to ther fires bearing points relevant to 
the one under discussion. Altogether it is a masterly presentation 
of the subject from the fire protection standpoint, and inculcates 
many serious lessons. 








IN AND ABOUT NEW YORK. 


As the result of an elaborate and expensive inspection system, 
adopted some years ago, and involving an annual expenditure of 
nearly $100,000 per annum, a prominent agency company made oppor- 
tunity to largely increase its lines on the better class of mercantile 
risks (notably office buildings and business structures) in cities pos- 
sessing approved building laws and fire-fighting appliances. While 
Baltimore was a rather expensive demonstration of this policy the 
adventure, as a whole, has been very profitable, and has amply vindi- 
cated this one of the many advanced ideas of this very successful 
company. 

James M. Forbush, formerly New England general agent, and at 
one time assistant secretary of the German-American, is off for a two 
years’ tour of Europe. 

Arthur J. Langham, vice-president of the Star of Louisville, has 
just now returned from a two months’ visit to the Pacific Coast. A 
niece of Mr. Langham is the wife of Baron Steck von Sternberg, 
German ambassador to the United States, and another niece is to be 
married in Washington, next week, to a lieutenant commander in the 
French navy and now an attache of the French legation. 

Alexander Stoddart, general agent of the New York Underwriters 
agency, has returned from his annual spring vacation in Florida. 

Unless the two or three projected stock companies make more 
urgent haste the old Hamilton will be rehabilitated and again accept- 
ing business ere the newer vessels have a chance to break the wine 


over their respective bows. 


A new stock company, The Lumber Insurance Company, pro- 
jected by the attorneys and managers of the Lumber Underwriters 
at Mutual Lloyds, Mattocks & McKelvey, 66 Broadway, has given 
legal notice by publication of intention to organize for business. 

F. O. Affeld, Jr., son of F. O. Affeld, United States manager of the 
Hamburg-Bremen, was married in Brooklyn last Wednesday. 


Joseph Bates, formerly assistant general agent of the New York 
Underwriters Agency, under Generah Agent Alexander Stoddart, 
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died on Thursday last at his home in Brooklyn. Mr. Bates was one 
of the most prominent and useful men connected with practical 
agency work; a man of gteat intelligence, strong convictions and 
positive utterances. 


Nearly all the Lloyds complain of an extreine dearth of business. 
The-“stock” surplusers are doing a little better, and appear to be 
giving more attention to inspection and selection than formerly. 


The Armenia makes a fine showing in its new grade-floor office 
in the Wolfe building. 


The new reinsurance law, which Governor Odell astonished the 
law committee by approving on Saturday last, has created a pro- 
found sensation with companies having treaty relations, and will 
probably lead to revision of lines and curtailment of “cessions” in 
some quarters. 


A. J. Mackenzie, F. I. A., general manager British Dominions 
Insurattte Compatiy of London, is here on a visit connected with the 
interests of his company. 


With the recent retirement of William M. St. John, vice-president 
of the Home Life, a family notable in the insurance business in times 
past now utterly disappears therefrom. Isaac R. St. John was 
secretary and afterwards president of the old Lamar. Four out of his 
five sons were also in some way connected with the insurance busi- 
ness. William M., as president of the Standard Fire, and subse- 
quently vice-president of the Home Life; Charles L., secretary of 
the Aftna of New York; Joseph B., adjuster for the Imperial, and 
Henry C., attached to the staff of the Standard, all now deceased 
except the first named, who has well earned the rest which he expects 
to gain by several years’ travel and residence in Europe and the East. 


The newly-projected Lumber Insurance Company of New York is 
to have $200,000 capital and a subscribed surplus of $100,000, 

William K. Lothrop, formerly secretary of the old Washington Fire 
of this city, and subsequently president of the Ridgewood Insurance 
Company of Brooklyn, both now retired from business, died on Satur- 
day last at his home in this city, aged ninety-four years. Mr. Lothrop 
was a man of attractive manner and marked geniality of temperament, 
and retained all his youthful characteristics far into his maturer years. 
He will be sadly missed by the oldtimers who have survived him. He 
was a vestryman of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Ascen- 
sion, and a veteran of the Seventh Regiment. 


An officer of a petty little company was boasting—as was his wont— 
that he arrived in his office every week-day morning at half-past 
seven. Ezra White, the first United States manager of the North 
British, retorted dryly, “Well, I once knew a professor in Harvard 
who spent one-half his lifetime getting up early in the morning, and 
the other half a tellin’ about it!” 

A certain prominent building north of Maiden Lane, in William 
street, is known to the placers on the street as the “Zoological Gar- 
’ Some of the animals have broken out of the enclosure recently, 
and disappeared. It is supposed that they were stampeded by the glare 
of the Baltimore conflagration. 


dens.’ 


The fire insurance business, like the “prevailing winds,” sometimes is 
shifting to the north and east. Many prominent offices have become 
domiciled above Maiden Lane, and others are rapidly following. 
Somebody has already dubbed this district ‘““The Transvaal.” 

INSPECTOR. 

The case of Jesse L. Rogers, who was arrested some time ago 
in connection with the Phoenix Underwriters of New York will 
go before the United States Grand Jury next month. 


It is reported that M. Dugro Buttles, president of the Savoy 
Fire of Alexandria, Va., is promoting the organization of the Savoy 
Fire of Jersey City, N. J., with a cash capital of $100,000. This 
company proposes to reinsure the Savoy Fire of Alexandria and 
transact a general agency business. 

John H. Washburn, president of the National Board of Fire Un- 
derwriters, has appointed the following-named gentlemen chairmen 
of the respective committees: Committee on finance, Harold Her- 
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tick, New York; committee on laws, Geo. L. Chase, Hartford; com- 
mittee on incendianism and arson, G. A. Van Allen, Albany; com- 
mittee on statistics and origin of fires, Geo. W. Babb, New York; 
committee on construction of buildings, Charles G. Smith, New 
York; committee on fire departments, Geo. Ingraham, New York; 
committee on lighting, heating and patents, A. H. Wray, New York; 
committee on adjustments, Frank Lock, New York; committee on 
clauses and forms, Geo. W. Hoyt, New York; committee on mem- 
bership, Clarence E. Porter, Philadelphia. 


The capital of the Union of Buffalo is to be increased from $100,000 
to $200,000. Secretary A. Martin has been elected vice-president, and 
C. Lee Abell has been chosen secretary. 


As the month approaches its ending, reports as to May business are 
of a varied character. Companies which last year maintained a quiet, 
conservative policy, state that there is a healthy, increased showing in 
premium receipts for May. On the other hand, those offices which, for 
the past two or three years, have written freely and “kept up with the 
pace,” complain of a lack of new business—depending largely on 
renewals, 


Charles M. Slocum, late assistant manager of the Aachen and 
Munich Insurance Company, and George H. Hallett of the German- 
American Insurance Company, have been added to the list of adjusters 
under the committee rules of the New York Board of Fire Under- 
writers. 

Rumors of changes in brokerage control of several local and subur- 
ban traction lines have been current during the past few days. It is 
put forth by some that this being an important presidential year, carries 
with it many possibilities—changes of a mercantile and financial na- 
ture as well as political. The big schedule of the Interurban comes 
around next month for renewal. 


The Peoples Trust Company of Brooklyn is about to erect a new 
building, opposite its present one, on Montague street. 


A portion of the office formerly occupied by John A. Kelly in the 
building of the Liverpool and London and Glebe Insurance Company 
has been taken by C. J. Mann & Co., general insurance agents. 


During April nearly eight thousand inspections were made by thc 
various departments of the New York Board of Fire Underwriters, 
more than half of which were credited to the electrical department. 


The approach of June causes many of the larger offices to prepare 
their schedules for vacation. 


Recent reports from Baltimore indicate that rather slow progress has 
been made thus far in cleaning up the ruins preparatory to rebuilding. 
Delay has no doubt been due in a large measure to the uncertainty as 
to re-arrangement of streets. While it is fairly certain that several of 
the streets in the burned section will be widened it is pretty generally 
understood that Baltimore street will remain as it is. 


The firm of Rosenblatt & Johnson, 56-58 Pine street, will dissolve on 
June I. 

Malby & Vandeveer have been appointed Brooklyn agents of the 
Westchester Insurance Company. 

Joseph Bates, at one time assistant general agent of the Western de- 
partment of the New York Underwriters Agency, died last week at his 
home in Brooklyn, at the age of seventy-one. 

It is reported that George R. Branson has purchased a large portion 
of the stock of the Hamilton Fire. 


Samuel R. Weed of Weed & Kennedy sails for Europe next Satur- 
day on the “St. Louis.” 

Ohio is represented at the present annual meeting of the National 
Fire Protection Association, which is being held in the rooms of the 
New York Board of Fire Underwriters, by C. H. Patton and D. M. 
Hosford, manager and assistant manager, respectively, of the Cleve- 
land Inspection Bureau; T. B. Sellers, manager, and E. R. Townsend, 
electrician, Ohio Inspection Bureau; George W. Cleveland, manager 
Cincinnati Inspection and Rating Bureau; George Velten Steeb, Ohio 
special agent of the Continental; J. O. Dye, Ohio State agent of the 
German-American of New York; K. L. Walling, Superintendent To- 
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ledo branch, Ohio Inspection Bureau, and Alfred Fritzche of the Gen- 
eral Fire Extinguisher Company. 

Malby & Vandeveer become Brooklyn agents of the Westchester, 
succeeding Daniel Prentice. 

The assessment ordered last February on the stockholders of the 
Hamilton Fire by the New York State Insurance Department has been 
fully paid up. 

In connection with the Atlas-Manchester deal, a general meeting of 
the shareholders of the Manchester has been called for June 3 for the 
purpose of passing a resolution formally approving the provisional 
amalgamation agreement entered into by the directors. 

SURVEYOR. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


The waning interest in the affairs of the Chicago Underwriters 
Association is evidenced by the small attendance at important meet- 
ings. Last week the subject of competition with non-members was 
up and only thirty votes cast. 

The new rules proposed appeared, as usual, in the daily press 
in advance of their promulgation to members, a form of tactics not 
heretofore pursued by the Japanese in their campaign against Rus- 
sian aggression. It is not yet known at this writing whether the 
members not present at the session will vote to support the plans 
proposed for meeting non-board competition, as they are still 
indefinite in many respects. 

Also, it is not clear why special action should be required in the 
case of “ a licensed broker diverting business to the office of a non- 
member,” when the present rules are quite sufficient to reach any 
broker caught patronizing a non-member. Again, there is doubt 
as to the right of a member to deal with a non-member’s policy when 
written at tarriff rate. But, speaking generally, military tactics of 
this nature are practically useless when fully known to the enemy 
in advance and when there is a painful lack of solidarity in the at- 
tacking army. 

It has been suggested that instead of Chicago business being di- 
vided into two classes the classification should now pertain to the 
agents. Thus all agents having their offices in the National Life 
Building would be classed as “Preferred,” while those outside would 
be “Ordinary.” 

An enterprising insurance journal in its anxiety to give all the 
news makes reference to the special agent of a dignified English 
company as taking an enforced vacation for the past thirty days 
and not likely to return to the field for another month or so, because 
of contact with the giddy whirl of life. While it is not likely that 
this kind of a special agent will be greatly missed during his period 
of enforced retirement, it may be unpleasant for the United States 
manager to receive one of those kindly letters from home asking 
for a further explanation of the item. 

W. D. Matthews will succeed F. J. T. Stewart as superintendent 
of inspectors of the Chicago Underwriters Association. A reso- 
lution will also be introduced at the next meeting to allow for the 
ten per cent reduction for 100 per cent co-insurance on buildings 
in the computation of average rates where buildings are incorporated 
with other subjects in general or blanketed forms with such full co- 
insurance. 


The Fire Insurance Club is expected to be favored this week with 
an address by W. G. Whilden, assistant manager of the Prussian 
National Insurance Company, on the subject of “Characteristic 
Companies.” Since the Baltimore and other fires an equally fascin- 
ating topic would be that of “Companies’ Characteristics,” especially 
as viewed from the local standpoint. 

Notwithstanding the shortage in regular insurance facilities due 
to the retirement of foreign companies and the revision in lines 
by nearly all companies, the Lloyds do not seem to flourish. The 
associations of this kind operated by Farmer & Thompson have 
decided to quit, as the business is not only no longer profitable, but 
the falling off in business has been aggravated by personal disagree- 
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ments between the managing attorneys. Obviously this is a hard 
year on amateur insurance of all kinds, and correspondingly wel- 
come to the experienced and unterrified underwriter of the old 
school. 


The Chicago Underwriters Association will soon need a general 
counsel now that it has a referee, a $5000 commissioner and some 
other costly adjuncts. Complaint has been made that the referee 
“consults authorities” after hearing the evidence in proper form, 
and the executive committee has decided that hereafter a case must 
be decided “solely on the evidence brought out in the trial.” In 
a recent meeting of the association a resolution was introduced 
prohibiting an accused member from being represented by counsel 
or by any other proxy. It was decided, however, to only bar pro- 
fessional attorneys, though even this conclusion is not expected 
to be satisfactory when it comes to be tested in actual practice. 





BOSTON AND VICINITY. ° 


A call will soon be issued to something more than two hundred and 
fifty insurance men who have signified their intention to join the pro- 
posed Boston Insurance Society. 

The Citizens Mutual Fire Insurance Company is to remove from 
Exchange place to new offices in the Oliver building, Milk and Oliver 
streets. 


The tenement-house commission, appointed several months ago by 
Mayor C-llins of Boston, reports that the building laws at present in 
force, requiring fireproof construction in the tenement sections of the 
city, render impracticable the construction of houses to rent at low 
rates. It therefore recommends second-class dwelling construction 
in the tenement districts and that the laws applying to fireproof con- 
struction be modified. An advisory board is recommended, to be com- 
posed of the city fire commissioner, the city engineer, the chairman of 
the health board and the corporation counsel. 


The bill to provide for the supervision of fire insurance rates by the 
State Commission and for the regulation of the same, has been passed 
by the House, to be engrossed. If the Senate concurs, it is predicted 
that the Governor will veto the measure. 


Great regret is felt by insurance underwriters generally at the death 
of George C. Newell of Starkweather & Shepley, Providence, R. I. 
Mr. Newell was sick only a few days of pneumonia. He was born in 
1863. 

The legislative committee on cities has submitted a new draft of a 
bill for theater protection. It provides that illuminated signs bearing 
the word “exit,” in black letters at least four inches high, shall be dis- 
played at every exit; that there shall be no means of turning off the 
lights on exit signs or exit passages from behind the proscenium wall; 
that all scenery and woodwork on the stage shall be soaked thoroughly 
in fire-resisting material; that the curtain shall be of non-combustible 
material, strengthened by wire netting; that all stage gas-lights shall 
be protected by metal nettings; that there shall be at least two inde- 
pendent places of exit from the rooms of the employees; that the cur- 
tain shall be raised in the presence of the audience at the beginning of 
every performance; that no standing or loitering shall be allowed in the 
aisles during the performance; that safety matches only shall be used 
or kept in the building at any time; that plans of the exits shall be 
printed on the programmes or exhibited in the building; that the 
proscenium wall shall be of incombustible material not less than twelve 
inches thick; that each exit shall have a width of not less than five feet, 
and if the compartment from which such exit leads is capable of keep- 
ing more than three hundred people, its width shall be twenty inches 
fcr each hundred persons or fraction thereof whicu the compartment 
seats; that all exit openings shall be outward, and shall be unlocked 
during the performance; that the aisles shall not be less than three feet 
wide; that no seats shall have more than nine seats between it and the 
aisle; that one fireman on the stage and a policeman in the audience 
shall be required at every performance; that no person under eighteen 
years of age shall be employed as an usher; that fire drills shall be 
held at least twice each month; that the stage be equipped with two 
two-inch high-service standpipes with ample hose and nozzles, the 
water to be kept turned on during the performance; that chemical 
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fire extinguishers shall be placed according to directions of the licens- 
ing board. 


Special Agent H. L. Hiscock of the Aitna has compiled valuable 
statistics relating to summer hotels, which is invaluable as a source 
of information to underwriters insuring this class of property. 

Life and Casualty Notes 

When the bill mentioned in THe Spectator of last week, to in- 
corporate the Massachusetts Casualty Company, as having been passed 
to be engrossed, reached Governor Bates, His Excellency promptly 
vetoed it. In his veto message the Governor said: 


The object of this bill is to give certain men a special charter by 
which two classes of insurance can be conducted by one company at 
the same time, and upon a capital of only one-half as large as that 
which would be required under the general law for the conduct of two 
classes of insurance business. The bill does not, therefore, change 
the general policy, but allows an exception to it for a favored company. 
The passage of such a measure under exising conditions might lead 
to retaliatory legislation in other States, inasmuch as under it there 
are granted rights which are not accorded to foreign companies doing 
business within this Commonwealth. 


A late visitor to Boston was Secretary George E. Taylor of the New 
Amsterdam Casualty Company. 

Everett Abbott, former treasurer of the American Marine Transpor- 
tation Company of Boston, who left March 15, alleged to be short in his 
accounts some $6000, has been arrested in San Francisco. 

The Boston agency of the Washington Life is to occupy hand- 
some new quarters in the Oliver building. 





NOTES FRO/1 PHILADELPHIA. 

There is an overwhelming sentiment among the members of the in- 
surance society in favor of the renting of a whole building, centrally 
located, which can be fitted up as a club house, where members can 
spend their evenings, and the committee is carefully going over the 
situation in an endeavor to see its way clear to make this radical 
change, with every prospect of its coming about by fall, when the lease 
on the present quarters expires. To make certain that a house will 
then be secured it is urged that all insurance men not members of the 
society join now, so that the necessary revenue can be assured. 


The following notice was contained in circular No. 130, issued by the 
Philadelphia Suburban Underwriters Association on May 19, 1904, 
applying specifically to Camden, N. J.: “An advance of twenty-five 
(25) per cent in rates now in force on the buildings and contents of all 
the risks specified on this circular is hereby made from this date, on 
account of inadequate fire protection.” Then follows a list of 127 
risks which are affected. It is said that notwithstanding that the popu- 
lation of the city has increased 20,000 in the last fifteen years, only two 
chemical engines, two fire engines and one truck have been added to the 
department in that time. Of course those affected are complaining that 
the advance is too severe, but members of the managing committee of 
the association say that the decision to advance the rates was only 
reached after the matter had been given most careful consideration. 
At its meeting last week the city council decided to attach two addi- 
tional men to each of the fire companies now in the service, and ap- 
propriated $40,000 for the erection of two new fire houses. It is hoped 
that the council will comply with the suggestion of the underwriters 
by providing a fireboat for service along the river front. 


Notwithstanding that he had been ill for some time, the sudden 
death, while visiting friends in the city last week, of Herman A. Nei- 
mann, president of the German-American Fire Insurance Company of 
Pittsburg, came as a great shock to his many friends . In addition to 
his prominence in insurance circles, Mr. Neimann was also connected 
in an official capacity with several financial and business institutions. 


W. V. A. Keeler, formerly representing the New York Underwriters 
Agency, has been appointed special agent of the Philadelphia Under- 
writers with headquarters at Baltimore, Md. His district comprises 
Maryland, Virginia and District of Columbia. 

Twenty-five years ago this month R. Emmett Hare was appointed 
the representative of the Norwich Union Fire Insurance Society in this 
city. The agency of Hare & Chase has therefore been impressing upon 
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its many friends and patrons its desire to celebrate this anniversary 
month by an increased volume of business, and it has not been dis- 
appointed, although, as one local agent said: ‘‘New business is as 
scarce as hens’ teeth.” 


The Girard Fire and Marine Insurance Company of this city has ap- 
pointed A. G. Hancock of Baltimore its Maryland general agent. 


One of the most important of recent additions to the fire and police 
service of Philadelphia is provided for in a bill reported favorably 
by council committee on Thursday afternoon last. The appropriation 
recommended is $120,000 for a new fire house, patrol house and police 
station at the northwest corner of Nineteenth and Oxford streets in a 
thickly populated section. 


Pittsburg, like Philadelphia, is having its trouble over the pink slip 
charge in the congested district. The Merchants and Manufacturers 
Association desire its removal, but in a meeting recently held the un- 
derwriters pointed out conclusively that the city authorities are re- 
sponsible for its retention, because the improvements required by the 
underwriters previous to its removal have not all been made yet, and 
in fact important parts of the work have been stopped altogether. 
Pressure will be brought to bear on the authorities to speed the com- 
pletion of the work. 


Before the Franklin Institute last week William H. Easton, Ph. D., 
lectured on a new method of insulation for electric conductors, which 
he claims, by reason of its insulation of asbestos and other materials 
which have been chemically treated, is fireproof, waterproof and acid- 
proof. 


While on the way to his office one day last week, Horace St. Clair 
Thorn, secretary of the Frankford Mutual Fire Insurance Company, 
was seized with exhaustion and fell to the pavement. A weakened 
condition, due to a recent illness, was responsible for the attack. 


Life and Casualty Notes. 


Through Walton C. Taft, its New England representative, the City 
Trust, Safe Deposit and Surety Company of Philadelphia last week 
paid the full amount, $35,000, of the bond of John P. Goggin, ex- 
treasurer of the Nashua Trust Company. 


Anson A. Maher, general manager of the Equitable Life Insurance 
Company in this city, has resigned that position from June 1, and it is 
said will again take up the work of a general agency by reopening the 
office of the company in the Bullitt building, which was abandoned 
some time ago. 


Following the precedent established last year of holding the May 
meeting of the Philadelphia Association of Life Underwriters at Wash- 
ington Park on the Delaware, a goodly number of members attended 
the meeting this year, which was held on Tuesday afternoon and even- 
ing last. 


C. H. Clemens, former manager of the United States Health and Ac- 
cident Company at Erie, Pa., has gone to Buffalo, New York, to act in 
the same capacity there. 


In a circular letter to insurance men, dated May 18, 1904, Franklin 
J. Moore, secretary of the General Accident Insurance Company, says, 
in speaking of what would constitute a perfect accident policy: “Sum- 
ming yp the various objections raised by the average business or pro- 
fessional man, we find that they want in accident contracts what they 
are able to secure in life insurance, a policy containing no restrictions 
as to travel, residence, income or occupation, and they criticise the 
clauses conferring on the company the right of cancellation, pro rating 
with other insurance or for extra hazards, and the right to forfeit bene- 
fits for failure to file within a fixed limit of time notice of injury, 
proofs of loss, or notice of suit. The general now proposes to meet 
the issue squarely by issuing such a policy. It will be known as the 
“Cosmos Utopia,” and is, as its name implies, “A perfect contract, 
complete in itself.” It has no reference to anything contained outside 
of the contract, and requires simply death or disablity from accidental 
causes, the payment of premium, and notice of injury as soon as possi- 
ble. These conditions having been complied with, there is nothing for 
the company to do but pay. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


THE SOUTHERN FIELD. 


[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The Brady Union Stock Yards of Atlanta have been placed in the hands 
of a receiver, upon the application of R. O. Campbell Coal Company and 
J. L. Dickey, Jr., and Hatcher, Lipscomb, Jerome & Co., insurance agents. 
The premiums due J. L. Dickey, Jr., were $142,000, and Hatcher, Lipscomb, 
Jerome & Co., $625. 

The Equitable Fire of Charleston has elected William M. Bird president, 
to succeed the late J. F. Redding. 

Mayor Carr of Montgomery, Ala., has sent in to the city council the 
correspondence he has had with the South-Eastern Tariff Association 
relative to getting lower rates for Montgomery. Secretary Fleming of 
the Tariff Association has suggested many improvements to be made. 
The city council referred the whole matter to the fire committee to report 
at next meeting. 

The rerating of Birmingham, Ala., by the South-Eastern Tariff Asso- 
ciation on a second-class basis has stirred the people up, and they will 
make a vigorous protest. 

The Macon Life Underwriters Association held a banquet a few days 
since, the object of which was to bring the members of the association 
closer together and make stronger the organization of underwriters in 
that city. The affair was a brilliant success, and addresses were made 
by many of the most prominent underwriters of the city. 

M. B. Young of Atlanta has purchased the agency of the Manhattan 
Life for South Carolina, and will hereafter devote himself entirely to life 
insurance, removing to Columbia, S. C., where he will have his head- 
quarters. Mr. Young is a bright young man, of good business ability and 
judgment, and seems especially adapted to life insurance. 


Atlanta, May 21. SOUTHRON. 








CASUALTY INSURANCE. 





Increased Burglary Rates in Chicago. 


On June 1 the new burglary rates adopted by the various companies 
writing this line will go into effect. The following is the new scale 
adopted: 

For burglary only in residences—$1000 for $16 premium; $2000 for $24; 
$3000 for $32; $4000 for $36; $5000 for $40; charge of $4 for each additional 
$1000. 

For burglary, theft and larceny in residences—$1000 for $20; $2000 for 
$30; $3000 for $40; $4000 for $45; $5000 for $50; charge of $5 for each addi- 
tional $1000. 

For flats, covering burglary only—$1000 for $18; $2000 for $28; $3000 for 
$36; $4000 for $40; $5000 for $44. 

For flats, covering burglary, theft and larceny—$1000 for $22.50; $2000 
for $35; $3000 for $45; $4000 for $50; $5000 for $55, and $5 each additional 
$1000. 

The rates on summer, suburban and seashore residences will he the 
same as on city residences. Burglary insurance on stables will cost $12 
for $1000. For burglary, theft and larceny the premium is $18. 





The Crafts Law. 

Considerable opposition is developing in Columbus, Ohio, over the Crafts 
law, which requires State, county, city and other officials, as well as 
guardians and administrators, to secure corporate surety. The special 
objection is that the bonds shall be paid for from the treasury of the de- 
partment to which the official or employee belongs, and that fiduciary 
bonds shall be paid for from trust funds. It is claimed that this cannot be 
done, and an effort is likely to be made to test the constitutionality of the 
law. 





New Cleveland [lanager. 

Charles H. King becomes manager of the Fidelity and Casualty Company 
at Cleveland, succeeding the late General Agent E. B. Tidd, and Cleve- 
land has now been made a branch office. Mr. King has had a wide ex- 
perience in the various casualty lines, having been for seventeen years 
associated with W. A. Alexander & Co., general agents at Chicago, and 
is looked upon as the best man to handle this important agency. 





Inspecting Surety Risks. 

Surety companies are taking up the matter of inspections on all large 
contractors’ risks, as these lines often prove hazardous unless consider- 
able conservatism and judgment is exercised. Without expert engineer- 
ing ability it is often impossible to foresee what difficulties contractors 
are likely to encounter in carrying through large works. It is therefore 


becoming the custom for surety companies to employ capable engineers 
to inspect this class of work and examine carefully into the possibilities 
of failure on the part of the contractor to fulfill his obligations, 


THE SPECTATOR 





| Thursday 


Decision Affecting Burglary Insurance. 


A clause in a burglary policy provided that the company would not be 
liable for more than $1000 for loss of jewelry at any one time, and not 
more than $250 for any one piece of jewelry. A valuable pearl pin was 
stolen, and claim was made for $1000. The company offered to pay $250 
under the terms of the policy, and this tender was refused, suit following. 
The case was tried before Judge Ingraham in the New York Supreme 
Court and a decision rendered for the company. 





Etna Life Adds Funeral Benefit. 


The B. B. Disability Policy is the latest accident contract issued by the 
‘Etna Life. This contract sells for $64 a year, ages eighteen to fifty. 
Besides the numerous attractive features contained in the company’s 
former contracts, this policy provides a funeral benefit of $200 in event of 
death from any cause whatsoever. 





Bonding of Employment Agencies.. 

At the last session of the New York Legislature a law was passed re- 
quiring all employment agencies in cities of the first and second class to 
procure a license and file an annual bond of $1000. Section 3 of the law 
provides in part that: 

“If any person should be aggrieved by the misconduct of any such 
licensed person, and shall recover judgment against him therefor, such 
person may, after the return unsatisfied, either in whole or in part, of 
any execution issued upon such judgment, maintain an action in his own 
name upon the bond of said employment agent in any court having juris- 
diction of the amount claimed, provided such court shall, upon applica- 
tion for the purpose, grant such leave to prosecute. 





Minor Casualty Notes. 
—The National Surety Company has entered Oregon. 


—The General Accident of Scotland has been licensed in Kansas. 


—The National Surety Company has canceled its bond on the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railway. 


—W. H. Pfeil is city agent of the new Chicago branch of the North 
American Accident. 


—The Fidelity and Deposit has issued a $400,000 bond to Mrs. Helen A. 
Cowen of Baltimore. 

—Leslie H. Webb, Ohio manager for the Casualty Company of America, 
has incorporated his general agency under the name of the Leslie H. 
Webb Company. 

—The Washington office of the American Bonding Company has been 
placed on a salary, instead of a commission basis. L. O. DeLashmutt, the 
general agent, has resigned. 

—A. H. Reeve has resigned as superintendent of agents of the Em- 
ployers Indemnity Company of Philadelphia, and is now manager of the 
Philadelphia liability branch of the Travelers. 

—The bill introduced in the Masachusetts Legislature requiring that 
fidelity companies secure annual renewals of licenses and have at least 
$100,000 on deposit with some State Treasurer has become a law. 


—Secretary Forrest of the North American Accident had a very pleas- 
ant surprise on April 22, the occasion of his fortieth anniversary, when 
the forty employees of the home office presented him with a $150 gold 
watch suitably inscribed. 


—Harris M. Carter of Jackson, Miss., has established a general insur- 
ance agency. Among the companies he represents are the Frankfort 
Marine, Metropolitan Plate Glass and Casualty, Standard Life and Acci- 
dent and Title Guaranty and Trust. 


—A $30,000 suit has grown out of an accident to Henry Tolbert while 
operating an elevator for the Equitable Life Assurance Society. Tolbert 
was a new hand, and it is claimed he was not properly instructed in the 
use of the elevator which killed him. 


—Every person engaged in selling personal accident insurance should 
have a copy of The Supplement to The Manual of Accident Insurance, 
just issued by The Spectator Company. It contains the new policies re- 
cently issued by a number of companies. 


—Agency apointments: James R. Millikan, Cincinnati, general agent 
for Southwestern Ohio, Fidelity and Casualty; Zell & Perkins, Baltimore, 
general agents, Philadelphia Casualty; E. E. Shaffer, Wheeling, W. Va., 
general agent, Central Accident; Thomas G. Hutchinson and Philip Frank, 
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Jacksonville, Fla., State agents, Ocean Accident; H. E. Palmer, Son & 
Co., Omaha, Neb., general agents of fly-wheel department, Fidelity and 
Casualty. . 


—The United States Fidelity and Guaranty has issued a $1,000,000 
bond to County Clerk George H. West, who has been appointed a com- 
mittee for Miss Jane Davis of Galway, N. Y., an aged person who re- 
cently inherited a large fortune. Stephen C. Bull secured the business. 


—In the May number of The Agents Record, the official organ of the 
United States Health and Accident, there appeared the names of 212 agents 
who wrote twenty or more applications during April. W. G. Wright, 
George Zalter, W. G. Campbell, C. M. Parkins and J. W. Slack head the 
list in the order named. 

—At the recent meeting of the Liability Conference certain changes in 
policy forms were agreed upon, and new policies will be issued covering 
theaters and coal operators. The new forms will go into effect, it is 
understood, on the first of June, and agents will be supplied with them as 
soon as the printers can turn them out. 


—Everett Abbott, former treasurer of the American Marine Transporta- 
tion Company of Boston, who disappeared on March 15 leaving a shortage 
of $5852 in his accounts, has been captured in San Francisco by the officers 
of the American Surety Company, which was on his bond for $5000. Col. 
James E. Lucy of Austin, Tex., and General Agent Harry W. Lobb, at 
San Francisco, deserve particular credit for having run down Abbott. 





NEWS OF THE WEEK. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 





The Lumber Insurance Company of New York. 
THE above is the title of a new fire company that is being organized by 
men prominent in the lumber trade, and which is to have a capital of 
$200,000, with $100,000 of net surplus. The incorporators are: Pendennis 
White, Horace F. Taylor, John D. Larkin, George A. Mitchell, W. H. 
Gratwick, William Hamlin, R. D. McLean, C. H. Prescott, Jr., W. C. Laid- 
law, Fred W. Mattocks, Frank C. Rice, Eugene F. Perry, John J. McKel- 
vey and Frederick W. Cole. It is reported that the necessary funds have 
been provided for and that the company may commence business in the 


near future. McKelvey & Mattocks are counsel for the incorporators. 





Fifteenth Anniversary of the Actuarial Society. 
THE annual meeting of the Actuarial Society of America was held in the 
board room of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company on Thursday and 
Friday, May 19 and 20. About sixty members and associates were present. 

The following officers were elected: President, Israel C. Pierson; first 
vice-president, Rufus W. Weeks; second vice-president, Daniel H. Wells; 
secretary, John Tatlock; treasurer, Archibald A. Welch; members of 
council to serve for three years, John K. Gore, J. M. Craig. 

Papers were presented as follows: Walter S. Nichols, on ‘‘The prin- 
ciples which should determine the maximum single risk and the accept- 
ance of exceptional classes of risks;’’ Charlton T. Lewis, ‘‘Notes on a 
factor hitherto overlooked of the rate interest;’’ Rufus W. Weeks, ‘‘An 
experiment with the specialized investigation;’’ Robert Henderson, ‘‘Fre- 
quency curves of moments;’’ Richard Teece, ‘‘The decline in the birth 
rate in New South Wales;’’ M. M. Dawson, ‘Methods of intervaluation, 
ascertainment of reserves;’’ John A. McKellar, note on Lubbock’s formula 
(presented by Robert Henderson). 

The annual dinner took place at Delmonico’s on Thursday evening. 
The speakers were as indicated in the following programme: ‘The 
founding of the society,’’ D. Parks Fackler; “The first president of the 
society,’ H. W. St. John; “The work of the society during the past fifteen 
years,’ T. B. Macaulay; ‘‘Promotion to office of actuary and higher 
honors,” Bloomfield J. Miller; ‘International congresses of actuaries,” 
Emory McClintock; ‘‘The benefits of association,’’ Oscar B. Ireland. 

The occasion for this meeting was the celebration of the fifteenth anni- 
versary of the founding of the society. 





Programme of National Fire Protection Association. 
THE programme of the National Fire Protection Association, which has 
been holding its annual meeting in the offices of the New York Board of 
Fire Underwriters for the past three days, was as follows: 
Tuesday.—Roll call, president’s address, executive committee report, 
report of secretary and treasurer, appointment of committee on nomina- 
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tion of officers and executive committee for the ensuing year, new busi- 
ness, including proposed amendments to articles of association; reports of 
ness, including proposed amendments to articles of association. Reports 
of special committees: Special hazards and fire record; signalling systems; 
investigation of the value of the steam jet as an extinguishing agent; 
theater construction and equipment. 

Wednesday.—Reports of following special committees: 
construction; hose and hydrants; rotary fire pumps; electric fire pumps; 
installation of automatic sprinkler equipments; fire protective coverings 
for window and decor openings; specifications for the construction of oil 
rooms. 

Thursday.—Continuation of special committee reports: 
terials; gas engines for fire pumps supplying high-pressure fire service 
at Philadelphia; indicator gate and check valves; steam pump regulators 
and auxiliary pumps; uniformity of requirements. 


Fire resistive 


Devices and ma- 





Middle States Life, Fire and Casualty Notes. 

—The National Fire of Hartford has appointed G. H. Tryon, the company’s 
special agent for New York State, its second assistant secretary. 

—David H. Bokhoff, M. D., has been appointed special agent for the State of 
Michigan by the Mutual Benefit Life. 

—The Mutual Benefit reports a twenty-two per cent increase in business during 
April, as compared with the same month last year; 2341 applications for $4,823,681 
insurance were received. 

—H. H. Niemann, president of the German-American of Pittsburg, 
in Philadelphia recently at the age of seventy-two. Mr. Niemann had been 
president of the company since 1897. 


Pa., died 


—It is stated that Judge Betts, sitting in the Supreme Court at Kingston, N. Y., 
recently appointed John F. Cloonan referee to examine the accounts of Harry A. 
Hanbury, receiver of the Traders Fire of New York, and also the claims rejected 
by Receiver Hanbury. Objections to the accounts and bills of attorney were 
filed by Deputy Attorney-General Killeen. 


THE WEST. 








Mutual Benefit in Michigan. 

SEVERAL changes have recently been made by the Mutual Benefit in 
Michigan. Charles G. Monser, formerly special agent at Detroit and later 
for the Lower Peninsula, has been made manager at Detroit. Fred Taylor 
has been appointed district manager in the southern part of the State, 
with W. B. Goodale, chief special representative under him. Dr. David 
H. Bokhof of Lansing has been appointed special agent at Grand Rapids, 
and Harry T. Eastham of Grand Rapids transfers to Detroit. Frank M. 
McConnell of Detroit is now chief solicitor under City Manager Monser, 
and Thatcher W. Root, becomes assistant to Manager Monser. Elmer E. 
Maurer of Battle Creek has been transferred to Detroit. 





Western Life and Casualty Notes. 

—The Bankers Reserve Life has been-authorized in Minnesota. 

—G. E. Thompson has succeeded Louis Lorch as general agent of the Washing- 
ton Life at Little Rock. 

—Application has been made for a receiver for the Alpha Mutual Life, an as- 
sessment association in Toledo, Ohio. 

—The Des Moines Life has entered Michigan and Indiana and is organizing the 
new territory as rapidly as possible. 

—N. Godfrey and Chas. D. French of Helena, Mont., have formed a partner- 
ship to represent the Union Central Life. 

—The Supreme Court of Nebraska has decided that the proceeds of a fraternal 
insurance certificate is not liable for any debts of the insured or beneficiary. 

—The convention of the National Fraternal Congress will probably be held in 
Chicago instead of St. Louis, owing to the crowded condition of the hotels. 

—H. C. King, agency director of the new Western department of the Security 
Mutual Life, has established offices in the Frisco building, St. Louis. Harry 
IIJurst is superintendent of the agency. 

—The Supreme Court of Kansas has decided that a fraternal organization may 
revise its rates and that its members shall be bound by same. This is a reversal 
of the court’s previous decision on this subject. 

—The Travelers has opened a life and accident branch at Dayton, Ohio, and 
has appointed William R. Sullivan, formerly with the General Accident, manager. 
E. H. Coe continues as manager of the liability branch. 

—The case of the State of Indiana against the Old Wayne Mutual is set for 
trial by jury on May $1. Attorney-General Charles W. Miller is conducting the 
prosecution and the defense is represented by ex-Attorney-General William A. 
Ketcham. , 

—C. P. Williams, superintendent of agencies of the American Central Life, 
reports the business of the company to be three-quarters of a million in excess of 


- last year for the same period, and that the prospects for business at this time are 


very encouraging indeed. The company has recently made a contract with Rev. 
Walter S. Bundy for a general agency at St. Louis and contributing territory in 
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Missouri and Illinois; has also made a contract with Lewis J. Forth, of Peoria, 
lil., for district agent of cight counties, with Peoria as headquarters. The com- 
pany has added thirty-five new agents to its agency force within the past thirty 
days. 

—The new elevator law in Baltimore provides that all elevators have 
proper enclosures on all upper floors. The inspector of buildings is re- 
quired to have regular examinations made by experts and the certificate 
of a casualty company will not be accepted. 

—The Kansas City Life Underwriters Association has taken on renewed activity 
and on April 28 Vice-President Danford M. Baker of the National association 
gathered the members together and held a dinner at the Coates House. Addresses 
were made by Vice-President Baker, Vice-President Neal of the Union National 
Pank, Dr. R. T. Sloan and Attorney Harding. 


With the Western Fire Underwriters. 

—The Iowa Home of Dubuque, Ia., has increased its paid up capital to $100,000. 

—Owing to the disbandment of the fire department the rates have been raised at 
Princeton, Minn. 

—W. P. Sanderson has been appointed to succeed A. W. Hardy as sprinkler 
inspector of the Western Union. 

—The Columbia of Omaha, Neb., has appointed John F. Weible its special 
agent, with headquarters at Lincoln. 

—Nelson Reid, inspector of the Ohio Inspection Bureau, has gone with the 
Agricultural as assistant to N. T. Julian of Columbus. 

—Thomas A. Barbee has been appointed assistant special agent in the general 
agency of George I. Gorham of Minneapolis, Minn. 

—The Western Adjustment and Inspection Company has elected J. G. W. 
Cofran a director, succeeding the late Eugene Cary. 

—C. A. Hall, of ‘Toledo, Ohio, special agent of the United Firemens of Phila- 
delphia for Ohio, Michigan and Western Pennsylvania, has resigned. 

—It is understood that C. G. Yates of Chicago, general agent of the Thuringia, 
may go to San Francisco to open a Pacific Coast general agency in the near 
future. 

—B. L. West, Iowa State agent of the Philadelphia Underwriters, has been 
appointed second assistant general agent under J. F. Downing, with headquarters 
at Erie, Pa. 

—The city council of St. Paul, Minn., has passed a new building ordinance 
imposing additional restrictions in the construction of public halls, theaters, 
epera houses, etc. 

—The Chicago Underwriters Association has adopted the new car barn schedule, 
which will have the effect of increasing the rates on this class of risk from 25 to 
100 per cent, according to the conditions of the barn. 


—According to a recent report from Chicago, Judge Brentano has appointed 
Stephen C. Knight receiver for the Inter-State, Metropolitan, National and North- 
western Lloyds, of which Farmer & Thompson of Chicago are managers. It is 
stated that heavy losses and the large liabilities of these Lloyds are the causes 
for their retirement. 


—George R. Lewis of Milwaukee, Wis., special agent of the Dubuque Fire and 
Marine of Dubuque, Ia., for Wisconsin, has resigned his position in order to 
form a partnership with Stanley L. Cotterman of Chicago, to conduct the general 
nianagership of the lilinois Central Fire of Chicago, under the firm name of 
Cotterman, Lewis & Co. 
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Annual Meeting of the South-Eastern Tariff Association. 


THE twenty-third annual meeting of the South-Eastern Tariff Associa- 
tion began on Wednesday of last week, and concluded its sessions on 
Friday. All but a dozen of the companies which are regular members 
were represented, the number of delegates considerably exceeding one 
hundred. The attendance seems to have justified the decision to change 
the meeting place from the usual one, Old Point Comfort, to Virginia 
Hot Springs. 

“A good meeting’ was the general characterization of the convention 
by prominent delegates thereto, though there were a few who were not 
entirely satisfied with the legislation enacted. These few, however, may 
be relied upon to observe the new rules as loyally as they have the old 
ones, and will give them a fair test in practical operation. Most of the 
delegates considered that the co-operating companies had had an undue 
advantage in the past, and that the time had come when they should be 
put upon an even basis as to commissions, as well as rates, with the com- 
panies which were bearing the expenses of the organization. The new 
rules as to co-operating companies will, it is believed, effect this reform, 
and it is anticipated that a number of new members will be brought into 
the association. 

WEDNESDAY’S SESSIONS. 

The chief business of the first session on Wednesday was the reception 
of the president’s address and the appointment of a committee of twenty- 
five to consider the recommendations made by the president. E. S. Gay 
spoke in an exceedingly complimentary strain concerning the work done 
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by President Chapin, a considerable portion of the credit for which was, 
however, later ascribed by Mr. Chapin to the executive committee. After 
a vote of thanks to the president and his appointment of the committee 
of twenty-five the meeting adjourned until afternoon. 

The committee of twenty-five was constituted as follows: E. G. Rich- 
ards, chairman; Clarence F. Low, Henry E. Rees, William B. Kelly, 
Henry T. Alley, Charles H. Post, Charles H. Coffin, William Morrison, 
Thomas Egleston, F. C. Buswell, E. S. Gay, A. G. McIlwaine, Jr., George 
W. Babb, George W. Dewey, William J. Dawson, Edward Milligan, S. Y. 
Tupper, H. C. Stockdell, Robert Lecky, Jr., Edwin G. Seibels, Milton 
Dargan, Harry Y. Chatterley, J. H. Burger, L. R. Warren and John H. 
Morton. 

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 

Below will be found excerpts from the address of President William E. 
Chapin: 

Many events have transpired during the past few months to try the 
souls and test the patience of those responsible for results in under- 
writing. The great conflagrations have left many perplexing problems to 
be solved, calling for the best endeavor of the ablest underwriters to 
draw from these disasters such lessons as will tend to better safeguard 
the vast property interests of the country and lessen the possibility of 
sweeping away in a night millions in value, straining the ability of 
“that business which makes all other business possible’ to build up the 
waste places and gather the scattered threads of commerce and industry, 
that they may quicken into active operation and preserve the commercial 
integrity of our great centers. These are questions engaging the earnest 
thought of underwriters, and while they may be beyond our scope to-day, 
it is gratifying to know that this association can be depended upon in 
the future, as always in the past, to lend hearty co-operation in making 
effective any measures which the wise and experienced in our business 
deem essential to its welfare. 

Happily, we have no message of unfavorable conditions in the South 
to add to your concern. With the business fairly profitable, with no 
issues so grave that you cannot readily adjust them at this meeting, we 
ask from you only such legislation as will tend to increase the value of 
the association to its members, and make more effective its effort to 
meet the demands of the prosperous and fast-developing section in which 
we operaie. 

Here President Chapin paid eloquent tribute to the late Col. John D. 
Young. 

The president reported the rerating of almost all of the association’s 
territory, including 725 cities and towns, and 1972 special hazards—nearly 
three times as much as had ever been accomplished in a single year be- 
fore. The flat 25 per cent advance has been largely done away with and 
well-digested tariff rates substituted. This work having been con- 
cluded, the number of special agents employed has been reduced, so that 
expenses in the coming year will be curtaile¢ as compared with the past 
year. One special agent has been assigned to each State, respectively, 
and resides therein, and one executive special has headquarters at 
Atlanta for general work. 

In South Carolina jurisdiction was resumed as to rates following the 
repeal of the anti-compact law, and a committee of five was appointed, 
charged with the revision of rates and the establishment of stamping 
offices, etc. Mr. Chapin recommended the present committee be continued 
in charge. 

The special tariff was applied generally throughout North Carolina, 
in some localities being suspended because of non-board competition. 
Conditions are as favorable as could be expected. 


In this connection it is necessary to again call the attention of mem- 
bers to the failure to insist upon correction of errors when their attention 
is called to same by the stamping clerk. At one agency as many as 
eighty violations were reported to the companies, and although their 
attention was called to same by the secretary of the association, many 
of them remained uncorrected, necessitating the sending of a special 
committee to the town to bring about correction, or, failing in that, to 
throw open the rates. This is an extreme case, but if the companies 
will be more careful about these matters they will materially assist the 
association in preserving order in North Carolina. 

Virginia.—At the last annual meeting you directed the appointment of 
a committee of ten to re-establish the association in the State of Vir- 
ginia, and to perform all duties incident to that work. This committee 
was appointed, with E. E. Paschall chairman. Special tariffs for the 
various sections of the State were formulated and approved by the execu- 
tive committee. You are well aware of the confused and chaotic condi- 
tion prevailing in that State when the association resumed rate making. 
The special committee has accomplished excellent work, having the sit- 
uation well in hand, and I am especially gratified to report such progress 
in the application of the tariff that by far the greater part of the State 
has been rated. Stamping offices have been established at Richmond, 
Norfolk and Roanoke, and as rapidly as adjacent cities and towns are 
rated they are placed under the jurisdiction of these offices. The plan 
adopted of handling this State through a committee of special agents has 
proven very satisfactory. It has secured the co-operation of a majority 
of agents, and has been helpful to the executive committee. It seems to 
me wise to continue such a committee until the State is entirely rated 
under the present tariffs and all matters satisfactorily adjusted, the 
chairman of the committee to be the Virginia representative on the 
executive committee. 


The address rehearsed the plan for the amalgamation of the inspection 
department of the association with the Southern Inspection Bureau, and 
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stated that the consolidation had been effected and that the inspection 
department is in excellent shape and doing good work. This department 
is supervised by Assistant Secretary McFadden, who is assisted by six 
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inspectors. Its work in the last nine months is summarized as follows: 
ORIGINS (BUENO UE on icis ceiivcccectecahacnaredeccdussccsapnecssseeseene - 681 
(Of this number 225 reports are on sprinklered risks.) 

TAGRUMOCCHIGE VOUOTN cinco o ccciestvecsceresecncevectvecwesuscecedhoers 155 
Plans or plans and views of risks inspected.........cseeeeeeeeceeeees 490 
City waterworks and fire departments inspected..........-eeeeeeees 34 
OMEN VOIMIUER, oo ee occ cecdck oncd bande Lemenenuec een dneenacasisnoes eens 3 
WRG ROMGREG oa vic cect sesesvncdeseeocscceeuacupaccacameecamugnreeene ta 9 


Co-operating Companies.—In February, 1902, in order to avoid any con- 
flict in the application of the 25 per cent advance, it was deemed prudent 
by the executive committee to invite the co-operation of companies not 
members of the association in the maintenance of rates, and an agree- 
ment which was mutually beneficial was effected whereby certain com- 
panies not members of the association pledged themselves to observe the 
rates of the association and share in its expense. Such companies were 
called co-operating companies, and were furnished with all rates and 
publications of the association. They were not bound by any other re- 
quirements and were permitted to operate in agencies with association 
companies without any limitation as to the compensation to be paid such 
agents. It is proper to state that the co-operating companies have ad- 
hered faithfully to this agreement and maintained our rates as con- 
sistently as the members of the association. The question arises at this 
time, however, whether the association can afford to continue this plan 
of co-operation. 

A casual review of the agreement as outlined above will convince you 
that the co-operating companies are in the attitude of preferred mem- 
bers, receiving all the benefits of the association with special privileges 
not accorded full members. It is much more inviting for companies enter- 
ing the South to-day to co-operate rather than enter into full fellowship 
with the association, as they thereby enjoy all of its privileges and are 
not circumscribed or restricted by any of its rules except in the main- 
tenance of its rates. Such inequalities create a condition calling for 
your earnest attention. 

At the present time the number of companies not members of the 
association operating in our territory is not large, but it can readily be 
seen that the number will grow as rapidly as additional companies enter 
the South. It is also apparent that the present co-operating companies 
must, by the influence of special commission contracts, increase their 
holdings upon desirable business beyond the ability of association com- 
panies of equal merit which are operating in the same agency. The 
present arrangement if permitted to continue can only result in impairing 
the value of the association and seriously imperiling its future: even now 
there are signs of restlessness and dissatisfaction that the association 
is not sufficiently guarding the interest of its members. The question is— 
what to do? To my mind, the logical remedy is separation, pure and 
simple, preserving association agencies for association companies. This 
plan, however, has been threshed out and thoroughly considered at 
various times, and efforts to bring about its adoption have failed. I have 
therefore outlined a plan which I suggest for consideration at this meet- 
ing, as follows: 

1. Our present plan of co-operating with companies not members of 
the association be discontinued. 

2. All stock companies operating in the territory of, and not members 
of, the South-Eastern Tariff Association, be invited to co-operate under 
an agreement by which they shall receive all rates and publications of 
the association, pledging themselves to strictly observe all rates, rules 
and requirements of the association, except those governing commis- 
sions; giving the further assurance that, when present in agencies with 
association companies, the commission paid such agents shall be strictly 
in accordance with the South-Eastern Tariff Association rules. 

3. The adoption of a rule prohibiting association companies from re- 
maining in agencies with companies not full members or co-operating 
with the association as called for in the second section of this recom- 
mendation. 

You will observe that the last section is necessary in order to make 
the previous section effective. There is no need in the South at this time 
for graded commissions or for any departure from the present rule 
limiting agent’s commissions, but unless some such action is promptly 
taken the association will not only assist in building up the non-associa- 
tion companies in the South, but will undoubtedly bring about the same 
state of affairs as exists in other sections of the country, which has 
called for very drastic and expensive measures to protect the interests of 
associated companies. It is believed that the plan suggested will secure 
the co-operation of a majority of companies not now members of the 
association. I am sure you appreciate the importance of an early adjust- 
ment of this matter, and, if the plan outlined does not commend itself to 
you, I do not doubt that you will in some manner provide better pro- 
tection for the members of the association. 

Recommendation was made that a concession should be made for 
superior construction of chimneys, under warranty. 

A revised tobacco tariff was adopted, and is now a part of the general 
tariff of 1903. 

Reinsurance of Marine Companies.—The present rule of the association 
regarding reinsurance of marine companies as adopted at the last meet- 
ing permits the reinsurance of such companies without restriction as to 
form of contract, but requires that members file with the secretary copies 
of all contracts issued. No such contracts have been filed with the secre- 
tary, and it is assumed that none have been issued by association com- 
panies. Certain companies desiring to write this business have asked to 
have this matter brought to your attention, as the marine companies de- 
cline to permit their contracts to be filed with the secretary, and it is 
therefore impossible for the companies desiring this reinsurance to secure 
any of it under our present rules. 
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Pg matter is before you for such disposition as you desire to make 
of it. 


New forms of local board agreements were adopted, and a reorganiza- 
tion of the Atlanta board effected. All association company agents at 
Atlanta signed, but an agency representing co-operating companies de- 
clined to sign without amendments, which have not been granted. 

No unfavorable laws were passed in Virginia, South Carolina or Georgia, 
where legislatures have been in session. 

Electrical Department.—This department has, in the past twelve 
months, covered more ground than at any previous time in the history 
of the association. Two inspectors have been added to the force, practically 
without additional expense to the association, as the inspection fees col- 
lected have very nearly met the cost of maintenance. These two in- 
spectors have given most of their time to the city of Birmingham alone, 
where conditions had become so unsatisfactory that it was found neces- 
sary to keep the work under constant surveillance of competent in- 
spectors. In order to defray as far as possible this unusual expense, a 
system of inspection fees was inaugurated, which, in spite of the intense 
opposition on the part of some, has been carried through successfully, and 
may now be said to be on a permanent basis. 

In view if the satisfactory results obtained at this point, arrangements 
are now being made to place four other cities on the same basis, an in- 
spector having already been sent to three of these, and we should have 
matters in shape at these cities within the next six weeks. The present 
delay is due to waiting on the city councils of these towns to adopt ordi- 
nances now before them which will facilitate this work. 

The instructions of the executive committee have been carried out, and 
rates have been invariably advanced upon failure to procure correction in 
the stipulated time, with the result that more rates have been advanced 
for this: cause in the past year than in the whole previous life of the 
association, and it should be added that in nine cases out of ten this 
action has resulted in correction of the defects within thirty days after 
promulgation of the advanced rate slip. 

Secretary Fleming’s report showed that in 1903-4 there was a vast 
increase in the volume of work done, while the expenses of the association 
were not increased proportionately, having been $139,460, against $81,906 
in 1902-3. Stamping offices are now maintained in Charlotte and Wilson, 
N. C.; Atlanta, Augusta, Columbus, Macon, Rome and Savanah, Ga.; Bir- 
mingham and Mobile, Ala.; Jacksonville, Fla.; Norfolk and Richmond, 
Va. 

In the absence of Mr. Richards on Wednesday, Mr. Tupper was chosen 
chairman pro tem of the committee, and conducted the afternoon session 
in his characteristic prompt and businesslike manner. As is customary 
with this body, the meeting of the committee of twenty-five was practi- 
cally a meeting of the committee of the whole, so far as the president’s 
recommendations, etc., were concerned, so that after the deliberations and 
action of Wednesday and Thursday it only remained to give the latter the 
approbation of second thoughts. 

Subjects upon which recommendations or suggestions had been made 
by the president were taken up in their proper order. A committee of 
three, consisting of Milton Dargan, W. L. Reynolds and A. G. McIlwaine, 
Jr., was appointed to prepare suitable resolutions in memory of the late 
Col. J. D. Young. 

Following a satisfactory verbal report by Chairman J. S. Middleton of 
the South Carolina committee the president’s suggestion that the com- 
mittee be continued was promptly indorsed. 

Violations of rules and rates in North Carolina brought on a lively dis- 
cussion, in which it was made evident that no half-way measures would 
be tolerated. It was remarked by Mr. Gay that a few companies get 
virtuous every spring, about the time of the annual meeting, but that 
considerable devilment goes on between meetings. Such violators should 
be admonished, and an attempt made to get them to be virtuous twelve 
months in the year. Various suggestions were offered as to the best way 
in which to put a stop to violations, but it was finally determined that 
when violations were discovered and were not corrected within sixty days 
after notice, charges should be brought and the alleged delinquent brought 
to trial. This plan was made to apply to the entire field. 

It was voted to acquiesce in the president’s recommendation to con- 
tinue the Virginia committee, the chairman to be the Virginia repre- 
sentative on the executive committee. 

A long debate ensued when the topic of co-operating companies was 
reached. This was participated in by Messrs. Chapin, Seibels, Lecky, 
Egleston, Yancey, Dargan, Gay, Babb, Rees, Buswell, Waggoner, Clark, 
Coffin, Stockdell, Post and otfiers. (The plan advocated by President 
Chapin was s -t forth in his report.) 

Mr. Chapin prophesied that if this plan should be adopted some co- 
operating companies would become full members of the association, but 
that, under present circumstances, it was more profitable to remain as 
co-operating companies. 

It appeared to be the general opinion that present conditions are in- 
tolerable and cannot be longer permitted to endure. Various objections 
were urged against the separation plan suggested by Mr. Chapin, but 
many of the leading underwriters supported his views. It was agreed 
that action of some sort is necessary. Mr. Egleston argued that “a 
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man getting 15 per cent from his company and 15 and 10 per cent from 
another cannot do his company justice.”” He also held that commissions 
(and consequently rates) should not be increased. 

Mr. Wancey pointed out clearly the unhappy results flowing from the 
harboring of both association and outside or co-operating companies in 
the same agencies. The profitable business drifts to the high-com- 
mission companies, while the association companies may have what is 
left. 

Mr. Seibels thought that separation should not be made a rule of the 
association. If an association company is in an agency with unde- 
sirable company it can pursue the separation idea itself, but, on the other 
hand, if, in such an agency, it is getting satisfactory results, it should 
not be forced to retire from the agency by an association rule. 

G. W. Babb dwelt upon the importance of the separation movement, 
saying that many agencies in the North are in very bad shape because of 
differentiation in commissions, and strongly advising the action sug- 
gested. If steps are not promptly taken to forestall such a condition the 
present arrangement is likely, he thinks, to soon result in warfare. If 
separation is adopted every member will suffer in some points, but very 
little compared to the benefits to be derived. He went on to say that the 
stock in trade of some companies ever since they were born has been 
excess commissions, and such companies would do less harm if cut off 
from association companies. 

Henry E. Rees said that the association companies, while not seeking 
separation, would be obliged to face it within a year or two. The asso- 
ciation companies now control the preferred business, but if action is 
deferred the latter will have to be bought. He thought the change would 
be easier than many anticipated, and that the South-Eastern Tariff 
Association should stand flatly for the 15 per cent commission rule. 

F. C. Buswell maintained that separation had not succeeded in the 
West, and that it should be a matter for the action of companies indi- 
vidually. He intimated that the Home would not be willing to allow an 
association to tell it to get out of an agency because of the presence of 
another company therein. 

Edward Milligan considered it better to bear present ills than to fly 
to others. He also spoke of the movement now on foot looking to wide 
co-operation among companies, with which he feared the proposed action 
on the part of the South-Eastern Tariff Association might interfere. 
(Mr. Babb later explained that no such effect need be anticipated.) 

At this point Mr. Chapin called for information from S. E. Waggoner 
of St. Louis concerning the effects of separation in the West. Mr. Wag- 
goner responded, and stated that, although conditions were worse in the 
West before separation than they now are in the South, his company 
had gone through the process successfully. At present, agency condi- 
tions, while not perfect, are greatly improved. He advised proceeding 
with the plan. 

William B. Clark, president of the “tna, remarked that the association 
could not legislate for every company nor every agency—that the plan was 
simple, and should not be clogged. Illustrating the inevitable tendency of 
the representation of eompanies paying varying rates of commission by 
the same agent, he told of an agent who had said that “if a man comes 
in after twilight with a good risk, even in the dark my hand reaches for 
a 20 per cent policy.’’ The natural result of the system which has been 
in vogue for the last few years is that the “co-operating companies”’ 
have the benefit of the association’s rates and rules, go out and buy the 
cream of the business and leave the skimmed milk for the association 
companies. 

Following Mr. Clark, H. E. Rees stated that in the past the South- 
Eastern Tariff Association has frequently blazed the way, and in the 
matter under discussion, if it is right, the association should go ahead and 
do it. 

Mr. Stockdell reminded the members that the co-operating company 
scheme was devised a few years ago in order to assist in securing a 
successful issue of the 25 per cent flat advance movement, and that most 
association members were opposed to it on principle. He felt that most of 
the co-operating companies would become full members, not wishing to 
considerably alter their agency plants. 

The recommendations were then voted upon, with an amendment post- 
poning their taking effect until August 1, and carried, but were almost 
immediately reconsidered, in order to permit further discussion. 

Recurring to the effects of separation in the West, F. C. Buswell be- 
littled their beneficence, and said that the Home gained absolutely 
nothing thereby except the privilege of paying more for its business. 
He also quoted an officer of a well-known non-Union company as saying 
that he never could repay the Western Union for the advertising it had 
given his company in the separation movement. 


Capt. E. S. Gay made a stirring appeal to the companies which seemed 


disinckined to acquiesce in the separation idea to support the other mem- 
He spoke of 15 per cent commission as the first plank of the South- 


bers. 
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Eastern Tariff Association, lauded the association’s history as an example 
and inspiration to good underwriting and good morals in business, and 
insisted that the association should blaze the way and cry out to the 
others, “Come on!’’—not ‘‘Go on!’”’ As to possible consequences, he said 
that ‘‘there will be no rate war unless we want it, and if we want it, we 
have it whether we separate or not.’’ Concerning the inequality in 
mixed agencies, he remarked that “if a rate doesn’t suit us we can ttrh 
it down, but if commissions are not equal, we don’t have the chance to do 
so.” 

The separation resolutions were then carried as before. 

A long discussion of the defective flue question followed, and displayed 
a great @iversity of opinion as to the hazards of flues and chimneys, as 
well as in relation to the best way to bring about better practices in 
building. The argument was brought about by an innocent looking leaflet 
designated ‘‘Rates, Rules and Forms. Dwelling Risks.”’ This contained 
increased rates on dwellings, with provision for a reduction of 20 per cent 
for the insertion of a warranty that chimneys are of brick or stone and 
built from the ground. Large numbers of fires are annually reported as 
due to defective flues, and it was stated that Captain Joyner had secured 
the correction of 1500 defective flues in Atlanta last year. Some of the 
suggestions advanced looked to the raising of rates where flues were 
unsatisfactory; others, to an allowance for the warranty, and still others 
io a combination of an increase in rates with a greater allowance for the 
warranty. It was brought out that a deduction for good chimneys would 
be tantamount to a general reduction in rates in some places, but the 
deduction would be an insufficient incentive to the rebuilding of flues or 
chimneys which are now defective. 

Mr. Reynolds was of the opinion that the number of defective fitte fires 
was greatly exaggerated, and told of a visit by an adjuster to a town in 
which such a fire had been reported. While riding from the station the 
adjuster spoke to the driver about the fire, and remarked that he under- 
stood it had been caused by a defective flue. The driver replied, ‘I did 
not know that the gentleman had changed his name.” 

After further debate, the matter was referred to a committee com- 
posed of Messrs. Stockdell, Egleston, Lumby, Low and Burger, and ad- 
journment was taken until Thursday morning. 

THURSDAY’S SESSIONS. 

E. G. Richards having arrived, he was prevailed upon to take the 
chair on Thursday morning, although he would have preferred that Mr. 
Tupper should retain it. The dwelling committee reported, but much 
further debate ensued before the matter was decided, the adoption of a 
motion authorizing a rebate of 10 per cent from present rates for the 
warranty clause. 

This matter concluded, Mr. Egleston moved a reconsideration of the 
action of Wednesday relating to co-operating companies. He explained 
that he wished to present an amendment which would aid in bringing 
about the desired change without friction, and thereupon presented the 
following: 

Provided, however, members of the association may remain in the same 
agency with companies not members of the association not co-operating 
as provided for in paragraph two, if the agent gives the association 
satisfactory assurance that he will strictly observe all rates, rules and 
requirements of the association (including the 15 per cent commission 
rule) for all companies represented by him—subject to approval of the 
executive committee. 

Mr. Egleston claimed that 75 per cent of agencies would not be affected 
by the separation movement, if the foregoing amendment was adopted, 
and this action would be appreciated by agents, many of whom are now 
upon a 15 per cent basis and thoroughly loyal. This amendment would 
permit the maintenance of old relations. 

Mr. Buswell offered a substitute for the whole matter, providing 
for notice to companies in a mixed agency upon such agency being 
reported by a member, the companies therein to take such action as 
they deem desirable, it being understood that mixed agencies were 
contrary to the principles of the association. This was favored by 
Messrs. Milligan and Seibels, but opposed by others, and was lost. The 
president’s recommendations, with Mr. Egleston’s amendment and the 
clause fixing the date upon which they should go into effect as August 
1, 1904, were then adopted. 

Birmingham (Ala.) affairs received considerable ventilation on Thurs- 
day. A “pink slip’? was advocated, in order to direct public attention to 
the unsatisfactory conditions prevailing and to indicate the reason for the 
rate increase recently made. The use of the three-fourths value clause 
instead of the 75 per cent coinsurance clause was also advocated, but was. 
opposed on grounds of public policy. Mr. Reynolds caused a laugh in 
this connection by relating a story of a man who had been run over by an 
automobile and had his arms and legs broken. As he lay in the street, 
the machine stopped and began backing in his direction. At this the 
wounded man called out; “You ain’t going back over me, are you?” 
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Many thought the proposed action too drastic, and the committee finally 
voted to recommend the rescinding of the 25-cent increase made by the 
executive committee, and the imposition of an increase of 10 per cent. 
Mr. Gay gave notice that he would render a minority report. 

The cotton committee’s report was received and its recommendations 
adopted. 

As the 1908 action of the association seemed to have practically pro- 
hibited members from getting the reinsurance of fire risks on cotton 
from the marine companies, Mr. Egleston proposed that members should 
be permitted to write this business, including their premiums for assess- 
ment. This motion was carried. It was also voted to recommend the 
assumption of jurisdiction over cotton gin houses and to appoint a com- 
mittee of five (from gin-writing companies) to prepare a schedule and 
report to the executive committee. This committee was later constituted 
as follows: Messrs. Hawkins, Yancey, Middleton, Frank Stockdell and E. 
H. Jones. 

Barn and stable rates were referred to the incoming executive com- 
mittee. 

FRIDAY’S SESSIONS. 

On Friday morning the committee of twenty-five reported to the asso- 
ciation—President Chapin in the chair. Captain Joyner, representing the 
International Association of Fire Engineers, invited the South-Eastern 
Tariff Association to send representatives to the Fire Engineers’ con- 
vention, to be held at Chattanooga, Tenn., September 13-16, and the 
president was authorized to appoint a committee to attend. 

The meeting approved the South Carolina and Virginia reports; the 
North Carolina violation rule was made generally applicable, and the 
dwelling rebate report was upheld after further discussion. The co- 
operating company or separation question came in for some additional 
debate, and Mr. Buswell offered another substitute along lines somewhat 
similar to his previous one. Mr. Gay vigorously objected to a plan which 
would enable association companies to enter an agency from which other 
association companies had felt it incumbent upon them to withdraw. 
An aye and nay vote being called for upon Mr. Buswell’s substitute, 
there were 36 noes against 5 ayes. The latter included the Home, Glens 
Falls, New Hampshire, Phcenix of Hartford and Rochester German. The 
committee’s report was then adopted. 

When the Birmingham report was received, Mr. Gay offered an amend- 
ment to the effect that the action of the executive committee should 
stand approved. There seemed to be a general revulsicn of opinion upon 
this subject. The final result was that Mr. Gay’s substitute was carried, 
and it was also voted to attach an explanatory pink slip to Birmingham 
policies. 

The question of business written by the railway syndicate was taken 
up, and it was agreed that if by July 1 the syndicate has not written all 
terminal risks, the cotton committee may waive coinsurance require- 
ments. 

Other committee recommendations were adopted, as was the report as 
a whole. 

The committee appointed to draft resolutions in memory of Col. J. D. 
Young reported briefly that it desired more time in which to do justice 
to his character. Capt. Gay, however, delivered a touching eulogy upon 
his deceased friend, which was listened to with sympathetic attention. 

Georgia and Alabama associations of local agents having adopted com- 
plimentary resolutions concerning the beneficent influence of the South- 
Eastern Tariff Association in its relations with local agents, the presi- 
dent was requested to express the association’s appreciation of their 
sentiments. 

P. C. Royce, who attended the association’s first meeting, and described 
himself as having been long a ‘‘talking member,’’ placed George J. Dexter 
of Atlanta in nomination for the presidency, and he was unanimously 
elected. 

Mr. Dexter then took the chair and made fitting remarks. 

Mr. Reynolds, in nominating A. B. Andrews for the vice-presidency, 
stated that he had ‘‘a man who is the real thing’’—‘‘the Jackson of the 
fire insurance business in the South.’’ Of course, Mr. Andrews was 
unanimously elected, and thereupon thanked his associates for the honor. 

S. Y. Tupper paid tribute to the magnificent administration of the re- 
tiring president, and moved the appointment of a committce to present 
Mr. Chapin with a suitable testimonial. This was carried by a rising 
vote. 

C. C. Fleming was re-elected secretary and treasurer, and made a 
graceful acknowledgment. F. J. McFadden and Sol. Blocdworth were 
chosen assistant secretaries. 

Capt. Gay rose to express the association’s appreciation of the services 
rendered by its “long and faithful electrician,’’ Mr. Schoen. He also 
moved the appointment of a nominating committee. This was made up 
as follows: Messrs. Wilson, Chatterley, Alex. Webb, Marion Knowles and 
H. R. Bush. The committee reported for executive committeemen: 
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Resident members—S. Y. Tupper, J. A. Perdue, Guy Carpenter, J. S. Mid- 
dleton, F. M. Mikell, W. L. Reynolds and W. D. Deane. Non-resident 
members: Alabama—F. O. Hawkins; Florida—J. C. Hunter; Georgia— 
H. Yancey; North Carolina—Charles E. Wortham; South Carolina—E. 
G. Seibels; Virginia—E. E. Paschall. These gentlemen were duly eleeted, 
and the work of the twenty-third annual meeting was concluded. 





The delegates were much pleased with their accommodations, and nu- 
merous remarks were heard as to their superiority over —, but com- 
parisons are odious. 

Sessions were held in the ball-room, which was well lighted and venti- 
lated. 

The company representatives who attend the meetings of the South- 
Eastern Tariff Association form an exceptionally alert, intelligent, broad- 
minded and honorable body of men. There are numerous “talking 
members,’”’ to use Mr. Royce’s expression, who have not “reformed’’— 
and perhaps it is well for the association that they have not, for the talk 
throws many side lights on topics upon which thorough kapwledge is de-- 
sirable. Then there are “orators’’—these Mr. Royce does not ask to re- 
form. For instance, he would not have Capt. Gay reform. 

A noticeable feature of every South-Eastern Tariff Association meet- 
ing is the unvarying politeness and suavity with which all its proceed- 
ings are conducted. Even though the views of members may be dia- 
metrically opposed, the spirit of gentlemanly fairplay pervades the ses- 
sions and assists largely in arriving at the greatest good to the greatest 
number. As a rule, minorities bow gracefully to the opinions of ma- 
jorities, but almost every meeting witnesses one or more instances in 
which a small but strongly convinced minority is successful in tusning the 
general sentiment. One case in the recent meeting was that of the Bir- 
mingham matter, in which Capt. Gay, though apparently almest alone at 
first in his position of desiring simply to sustain the executive com- 
mittee’s action, succeeded in securing a reversal of the majority’s pre- 
vious decision. 

Of course, the ‘“‘separation’’ scheme was the most prominent topic of 
discussion, and after the meeting managing underwriters were quite 
generally convinced that the action taken was wise and would prove 
beneficial to the members, while not disturbing many agencies. _FEven 
those who were antagonistic to the separation movement admitted that 
the Egleston amendment ‘mitigated’ the (to them) offensive character 
of the legislation. There is every prospect for a satisfactory termination 
of the mixed agency trouble, and it is hoped that all companies will work 
together harmoniously to this end. 





Southern Life and Casualty Notes 

—The Mississippi Valley Life of Shelby, Tenn., is reported to have been char- 
tered with $125,000 capital. 

—George B. Underwood has been appointed manager for the Security Trust 
and Life in Southeastern Texas, with headquarters at Houston. 

—W. W. Dennis & Co. lave succeeded to the Kentucky agency of the Mutual 
3enefit, owing to the death of Mr. Smith, of K. W. Smith & Co. 

—Hunter A. Craycroft, Texas State agent for the Mutuml Benefit Life, has taken 
his brother, Captain William T. Craycroft, and James N. Dyer into partnership. 
The firm name will be Craycroft Brothers & Dyer. 

—The Mutual Benefit has entered Florida and appointed A. L. Shellman of 
Savannah, Ga., State agent. His preferment is in recognition of his past record, 
which is well known to all Mutual Benefit men. 

—William Egard, an agent of the New York Life at Henderson, Ky., has been 
indicted for forgery in obiaining and assigning policies. From the testimony be- 
fore the grand jury, the operations of Egard appear to have been quite extensive 
and considerable rottenness is being unearthed. The company’s detectives are 
busy on the case, taking up and examining policies issued through Egard. 

Southern Fire Insurance Notes. 

—The Northern of London has appointed W. A. Stone of Dyersburg, Ky., its 
special agent for Kentucky and Tennessee. 

—M. B. Yates has been appointed executive special agent of the Atlanta-Bir- 
mingham Fire, with headquarters at Atlanta, Ga. 

—The Mississippi Insurance Department has decided to begin issuing annual 
reports next year, giving the detailed statements of all companies licensed to 
transact business therein. 

—The Philadelphia Underwriters nas appointed W. V. A. Keeler, formerly 
with the New York Underwriters Agency, its special agent for Maryland, Dis- 
trict of Columbia and Virginia, with headquarters at Baltimore. 











—The following agencies of the Mutual Bencfit Life wrote single policies of 
$20,000 or over during April: Boston, $25,000; Chattanooga, $45,000; Chicago, $95,- 
000; Cincinnati, $110,000; Detroit, $20,000; Indianapolis, 20,000; Newark, 
$20,000; New York, $70,000; Pittsburg, $86,000; Portland, Ore., $50,000; Providence, 
520,000. The list of agents who had policies issued on teh or more lives is well 
filled and the list of agents who submitteed accepted applications is more lengthy 
than ever. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 





A Flood of New Accidemut and Health Contracts. 
ALTHOUGH during 1903 a number of new accident and health policies 
were issued, the past sixty days has brought out a large number of con- 
tracts containing in some instances entirely new features, and in other 
cases provisions not heretofore used by the companies issuing. So numer- 
ous are the changes which have taken place within this brief period that 
it will take some little time for this branch of the business to settle down 
under the new conditions. Since the middle of January no less than 
seventeen new contracts have appeared, nine of which constitute the line 
of the Metropolitan Plate Glass and Casualty Insurance Company, which 
has just entered this field. The Central Accident of Pittsburg has 
brought out the ‘‘Definite Accumulative Combination” policy, at $25, and 
the Pennsylvania Casualty has issued three: the ‘‘General Disability,” at 
$60; the ‘‘Universal Health,”’ at $35, and the ‘“‘Premium Dividend,” at $25. 
The Ocean Accident offers the ‘‘Advanced Triple Accident” at $25, and the 
“Ideal Accident,’ at $20; Maryland Casualty, the “General Accident,” at 
$20; North American Accident, the “Gold Bond Disability,” at $30; AStna 
Life, the ‘“‘B B Disability,’ at $64; Metropolitan Plate Glass and Casualty, 
the ‘‘Palladium,”’ at $25; the “‘Pan Accident,’ at $20; “Simplex,’’ at $18, 
and several other forms, and the General Accident of Scotland, the ‘‘Cos- 
mos-Utopia,”’ at $30. 

As to some of the recent changes which have been made, the combina- 
tion clause has been extended to cover accidents caused by the explosion 
of a stationary, locomotive, marine or portable boiler. Another clause 
provides for the arbitration of any dispute arising over a claim, by three 
persons, One to be appointed by the company, one by the assured, and one 
by mutual consent of the assured and the company. A five-year premium 
dividend policy is among the latest issues, and in another contract a six 
per cent investment indemnity is offered to policyholders who have been 
in the company six years and have made no claim in that time. The use 
of the quarantine clause which was adopted by two companies earlier in 
the year is now being incorporated in other contracts, and one leading 
company has offered a burial benefit of $200 over and above all other 
benefits, for death resulting from any cause whatsoever. The insurance 
of the beneficiary is also receiving the attention of the companies gener- 
ally, and numerous changes in this particular have been made. 

In order that field men may have the text of these new contracts in 
convenient form and at a minimum expense, The Spectator Company will 
at once publish all but the least important of the new policies as a sup- 
plement to The Accident Insurance Manual, which was issued in March, 
and comprises 250 pages, constituting a directory of plans and contracts 
of the leading stock and assessment companies, with a chapter on Hints to 
Agents, and a classification of risks. Being of convenient pocket size and 
bound in flexible leather, this publication is of great value to field men 
and managers, containing as it does exact copies of all the leading accident 
and health policies in the field to-day. The Supplement will contain 
thirty-two pages devoted exclusively to the presentation of the new poli- 
cies on the market since The Accident Manual was published, and can be 
secured for the sum of 50 cents, or $2 for The Accident Manual and Sup- 
plement complete. 





Pittsburgh Life and Trust Company. 

THE Pittsburgh Life and Trust Company will extend its organization in 
the States of Michigan and Kentucky this year. It will adhere to its 
policy of making direct contracts with each agent, having no branch 
offices. Every solicitor thus receives his renewals on his business. Sal- 
aried organizers are employed to open up new territory. Vice-President 
Baldwin announces that the applications paid for during the first four 
months of 1904 exceeded those for the corresponding period of 1903 by 
thirty-nine per cent. 





Reliance Life Insurance Company. 
VICE-PRESIDENT MCDONALD of the Reliance, while in the East recently, 
closed an arrangement with H.Gordon Moore of Baltimore to represent the 
company in that city. Mr. Moore comes of a prominent Southern family, 
and is a aescendant of General Gordon. The Reliance is going in for high- 
grade men everywhere, and is in a position to interest such. 





Chicago Office of the New York Life. 
THE branch office of the New York Life at Chicago, which has been in 
preparation for some months, will be opened for business on June 1. Ali 
the work for this section, which has heretofore been done at the home 
office, will gradually be transferred to the new branch, and policies will 
be issued directly from that center up to $25,000. At first the sphere of 
operations will be confined to the immediate vicinity of Chicago, but by 
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January 1 next it is expected that almost all territory west and south 
of Chicago, except the Pacific Slope, will report directly to the new office. 
In this territory the company last year issueu 760,000,000 of new paid-for 
business, and it is probable that the present year will show $75,000,000 
from the same ground, making the new office in itself the largest life 
insurance company in the United States west of New York, with the 
possible exception of the Northwestern Mutuai. H. T. Holtz, inspector 
for the central department, will be at the head of the new institution, and 
F. A. Jackson, recently appointed a comptroller of the company, will 
perform this office for the new branch. George P. Pollard, inspector of 
offices, becomes resident secretary, and George Gilbert, from the home 
office, becomes registrar. The important function of actuary will be per- 
formed by Robertson G. Hunter of the actuary department of the home 
office. Mr. Hunter is an A. I. A. and a member of the Actuarial Society 
of America. He is a brother of Arthur Hunter, assistant actuary of the 
company, and is thoroughly conversant with the basic principles of the 
work done in the actuary department at New York. Dr. H. B. Woley be- 
comes assistant medical inspector, and Edward O’Bryan, counsel. 





The Affairs of the [Mutual Reserve in Canada. 


A DISPATCH to THE SPECTATOR from our correspondent at Ottawa an- 
nounces that Senator Domville has been successful in having his motion 
passed by the Senate of the Canadian Parliament, to investigate the 
position of the Mutual Reserve Life Insurance Company in the Dominion 
of Canada. There were twenty-nine senators present on the floor when 
the motion was voted upon, and the motion prevailed by one vote. 

The action to investigate the affairs of the Mutual Reserve is based 
on the old assessment policyholders in Canada. It appears that at the 
time that the Canadian government licensed the Mutual Reserve to 
transact business in Canada, as an old line legal reserve company, the 
authorities required fhe assessment policyholders to be set aside as a 
separate class. At present the holders of assessment policies in Canada 
number about 4000, whereas those policyholders having old line contracts 
number about 1000. 

When the above telegraphic announcement referred to was shown by a 
representative of THE SPECTATOR to Vice-President Eldridge of the 
Mutual Reserve he stated, “It is true that Senator Domville’s motion for 
the Senate to investigate the position of the Mutual Reserve has been 
passed. The company regards this action as entirely unnecessary, be- 
cause we have made reports of the affairs of the company to the Canadian 
Insurance Department right straight along, and have conformed in every 
respect with the insurance laws of the Dominion. On the floor of the 
Senate the Secretary of State, who is the leader of the government, 
opposed the motion of Senator Domville, and stated officially in debaté 
that the Mutual Reserve has complied with the requirements of the 
Canadian insurance law in every regard, and that there was no reason 
why the affairs of the company should be investigated.” 





Robert H. Plant of [acon a Suicide. 


ROBERT H. PLANT, president of the First National Bank of Macon and 
owner of the I. C. Plant’s Sons Bank, both recently placed in receivers’ 
hands, committed suicide on May 21 by shooting himself through the 
temple. Mr. Plant had been ill for two months, and his financial difficul- 
ties overtook him while in this weakened condition. As news of one 
failure after another reached him his mind became more restless, and his 
trouble worked upon him until he could no longer withstand the strain. 
Rising from his bed he was assisted to the bathroom, where it is be- 
lieved he had hidden the revolver with which he shot himself. Mr. Plant 
was for many years general agent for the New York Life, and at the time 
of his death held life insurance of close to $1,000,000, and this it is 
thought will enable his heirs to meet the claims against his estate. The 
news of his death is a great shock to insurance men throughout the 
country, among whom he was so well and favorably known. 








Company Representation Wanted. 











GENTLEMAN WITH 25 YEARS’ PRACTICAL 

experience in the fire business is open for an engage- 

ment as agency or office manager, daily report and accounts 

examiner, or similar work. Location is immaterial. Address, 

‘*Fire Underwriter,’ care of THE SPECTATOR (P. O. Box 
1117), New York. 








